


CELEBRATING TEN YEARS!  
  

Karen Fullerton 
MBA, Founder/CEO of The Sergei Foundation...Because They’re Family 

More than animal welfare…
We’re in the compassion business.

On August 13, 2009, my Siberian Husky, Sergei, passed away. Like 
all pet lovers, I was devastated and laden with grief. I felt as if 
I had let him down. Even though my husband and I had done 
everything physically and financially possible for him, the guilt 
was there. 

In that moment, I knew in my heart and soul that I wanted to 
help others avoid the emotional turmoil from having to euthanize 
simply because “life happened” to an otherwise pet-responsible 
family.  Losing a pet is difficult enough without adding on negative 
self talk and feelings of failure, guilt, and regret that emerge from 
not having funds in time to save a life. 

Those type of emotions affect your health, your family, and your job much longer than most 
realize. I founded The Sergei Foundation to go beyond animal welfare and to be a beacon of hope 
for people in their moment of trauma. From day one, my desire has been to heal people through 
compassion as well as to heal their pets. 

The very next day, I sat in a Panera Bread and filled out the Articles of Incorporation to form the 
nonprofit organization.  At the time I was a Marketing Director for higher education and focused 
on just helping one person, one pet, at a time. Ten years later in writing these words and seeing the 
impact on the opposite page, I am so grateful! It reminds me to never underestimate the power of 
love and the incredible bond between humans and pets. 

A huge thank you to our donors for entrusting me to carry out your heart’s desire to make a 
difference in the world.  We couldn’t have made it ten years without you! 

Karen and her current dog, Sydney



2009

December 25, 2009
Night was the first pet helped. We contributed 
just $200 towards double leg surgery from 
being hit by a car but coordinated care and 
resources to get the funding and care needed. 
Our first Christmas miracle!

August 14, 2009
Panera Bread meeting to form
The Sergei Foundation! 

September 16, 2009
Articles of Incorporation filed with state 
of North Carolina. 

January 30, 2010 
Received 501(c)(3) status and 
Federal tax identification number 
of 27-1016100.

September 10, 2010
Molly was our first case where we funded 
for a full orthopedic surgery to repair a 
broken femur, giving her 10 more years 
with her “mom!” She passed of old age in 
November, 2018. 

October 17, 2011
Jade was sleeping in a tire well and 
fractured her pelvis when the truck 
moved. She was nursed back to health 
without surgery and inspired us to begin 
assisting felines in our programs! 

2019

January 7, 2013 
Received our first grant to support 
programs from Banfield Charitable 
Trust, now Banfield Foundation. We 
have been supported by them every 
grant cycle. Since then, funders such as 
Petco, ASPCA, Maddie’s Fund, the City 
of Winston-Salem, and the Winston-
Salem Foundation have supported our 
mission with grants. 

June 7-8, 2014
Our first annual Triad Dog Games. We 
added a Coastal Dog Games in 2018, and 
have raised more than $250,000 with this 
unique event as our only major fundraiser. 
Learn more at www.NCDogGames.com

November 16, 2016
Founder, Karen Fullerton, wrote Sergei’s 
Eyes, Reflections of Soul Lessons. Memories 
of ordinary life moments with Sergei 
transform into insightful “soul lessons” 
and show how pets can be our greatest 
teachers. 100% benefits the foundation.  

May 1, 2018
A dedicated Coastal Chapter for NC was 
created. Still serving all of NC, this chapter 
was an additional fund for the dog-friendly 
beach communities.  

Saving companion pets’ lives since 2009 by coordinating care for sick and injured dogs and cats, providing families with resources to obtain life-saving veterinary treatment.



This inside/outside gal came home with a 
limp. Her paw was broken. It was unsure 
if surgery could fix it, but when X-rays 
showed it was crushed amputation was 
needed. 

The veterinarian said Fish sticks was one 
of the most “chill” she had ever seen! 
And, even after amputation, this girl was 
exploring their hospital room like she 
was a long-time resident. 

Baby Girl 

 ”

~ Gloria, 3/27/2019

Fish Sticks

I’m so thankful for everything 
that The Sergei foundation is doing 
for Fish sticks by amputating her 
left leg to make it possible for her 
to have a happy and enjoyable rest 
of her life. Because I ’m not good at 
having to make decisions on what 
to do, I ’m glad God has put y’all 
in our lives helping us. Thank you! 

...Because They’re Family ...Because They’re Family

Dogs love to chew. This one got into 
something she shouldn’t have and 
ingested an object that left a dangerous 
wire in her stomach! 

We immediately assisted with surgery 
before it perforated her intestines, 
and coordinated outreach to another 
organization to collaborate for additional 
funds needed. Girl power! She came 
through like a champ. 

Featured Cat, 2019

Featured Dog, 2019

 f”

~ Cassandra, 5/10/2019

Baby Girl and I are doing amazing. She 
got her staples removed yesterday and is 
definitely back to her goofy self. Without 
you, none of this would be possible. I ’m so 
glad there are people in the world like you. 
I can’t thank you enough!! 



As an independent, 501(c)(3), non-profit, 
organization, The Sergei Foundation 
relies 100% on individual and business 
support.   Please consider a financial 
donation or a bequest to help people 
and their pets who face life-threatening 
injury or illness. 

Are you a North Carolina state 
employee?  You may give directly via 
the North Carolina State Employees 
Combined Campaign. This state-wide, 
workplace giving program allows you 
to donate by credit card or payroll 
deduction via the NCSECC’s website. 
The Sergei Foundation’s charity number 
is #3830.

Please visit SergeiFoundation.org for more 
donation options and details.

Federal Tax ID# 27-1016100.  All 2019 financial statements were 
CPA reviewed. Tax forms and other Platinum rating information  
are available on GuideStar.org along. NC license is available 
from Charitable Solicitation Licensing at 888-830-4989. The 
license is not an endorsement by the State.

You renewed my faith in community. It was very hard to reach out to others for 
personal help. The person who referred us to your organization was right; there 
was no judgment on your part, and my embarrassment for need of help dissipated.

 ”

2019 HIGHLIGHTS & FINANCIALS  
  

2019 GRANTS RECEIVED:  
  

2019 Assists: 
537 people
215 pets 

2019 Funded:
45 dogs 
18 cats
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